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N0DIS/PARI3 MEETINGS 

STATE/DEFENSE MESSAGE 

SUBJECT: PRISONER OF WAR INITIATIVE 

REFS: A. STATE 198683, B. SAIGON 19270 

1. THIS SUPERSEDES GUIDANCE CONTAINED REF A. 
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InocJn. further to underline our desire FOR EARLIEST 

INDOCHINA, THE PRESIDENT 

OF FOLLOWING ELEmLtS-^^*^^ PROPOSAL WHICH WOULD CONSIST 

A. RECALL THE PW PROPOSAL IN THE PRESIDENT’S OCTOBER 7 

GOVERNMENTS OF SOUTH VIETNAM, LAOS, 

immediate AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE 
OF ALL PRISONERS OF WAR HELD BY BOTH SIDES." 

B. UpERLINE THAT THIS HUMANITARIAN ISSUE NEED NOT 

await resolution OF OTHER MILITARY 
AND POLITICAL ISSUES. nimarfi 

WEEK’S UNITED NATIONS RESOLUTION ON 
THIS SUBJECT WHICH REFLECTED GLOBAL CONCERN. 

0* STATE that THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS A PARTICULARLY 
APT OCCASION FOR MOVEMENT ON THIS HUMANITARIAN ISSUE. 

E. MAKE A SPECIFIC OFFER OF THE IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF 
THE 8,200 NVA PWS HELD IN SVN IN EXCHANGE FOR THE 

WORLD PERSONNEL HELD 

IN INDOCHINA AND ALL GVN PERSONNEL HELD OUTSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM. 

F. SAY THAT AMBASSADORS BRUCE AND LAM ARE READY TO MEET 

OTHER SIDE’S NEGOTIATORS TO MAKE IMMEDIATE 
PROGRESS ON THIS QUESTION, STARTING DECEMBER 11. 
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3. THIS FORMULATION, WHILE REAFFIRMING THE OCTOBER 7 PROPOSAL, 
DEALS ONLY WITH PRISONERS BEING HELD IN COUNTRIES OTHER THAN 
THEIR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN. OUR LINE WOULD BE THAT THE 

OCTOBER 7 PROPOSAL STILL STANDS, AND THAT WE HAVE ONLY 
BROKEN OUT A PART OF IT TO GENERATE MOVEMENT. 

4. FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT WE WOULD HOPE THIS OFFER COULD BE 

MADE JOINTLY BY US AND GVN SPOKESMEN IN PARIS AT THE DEC. 10 
SESSION, 

5. PLEASE RAISE THIS WITH PRESIDENT THIEU WITH A VIEW 

TO GETTING HIS APPROVAL FOR THE PROPOSAL TO BE MADE JOINTLY 
AT THE DEC. 10 PLENARY. YOU SHOULD EXPLAIN TO THIEU THAT WE 
greatly APPRECIATE HIS COOPERATION, AS WELL AS THE . CONSIDERA- 
TIONS RAISED BY HIM REPORTED REF B. HOWEVER, JUDGMENT HERE 
IS that omission FROM PROPOSAL OF US PWS HELD ELSEWHERE 
than NVN WOULD BE POLITICALLY UNACCEPTABLE IN US, AND WOULD 
UNDERMINE OUR CONSISTENT POSITION THAT NVN, AS MOVING FORCE 
IN AGGRESSION AGAINST GVN AND OTHER NATIONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
IS ACCOUNTABLE FOR ALL US MISSING AND CAPTURED PERSONNEL 
REGARDLESS OF LOCATION OF LOSS. ROGERS 
BT 


Drafted by; 
Cleared by; 


U/PW:F A Sieverts / D0D/ISA:R Jefferson 

EA - Mr. Green, Mr. Kirk 

S/S 

DOD - Secretary Laird 
Jt Staff (J3) - B Gen Smith ^ 

White House - Mr Kissinger 


Approved by: U Alexis Johnson 
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